^ ^ (b) \dentifying if cancerous cells are present in said sample from the 
^Vquantitative resllt obtained in step (a). 

22. A ^ethod for identifying the presence of cancerous cells in a human 
sample, wherein sa\dAhod comprises: 

(a) quailttjtUng hTERT mRNA in said sample using the method of Claim 2; 

and 

(b) identifying if cancerous cells are present in said sample from the 
quantitative result obtairifed in step (a). 

23. A method fo\ identifying the presence of cancerous cells in a human 

sample, wherein said methoAcomprises: 

(a) quantitating^RT^mRNA in said sample using the method of Claim 3; 

and 

(b) identifyin^gtf cai^ous^ells are present in said sample from the 
quantitative result obtained in stfep (a). 

24. A method % idenifying the presence of cancerous cells in a human 
sample, wherein said memj comprises: 



(a) quantitat 



and 



-igJoTERT mRNA in said sample using the method of Claim 4; 



(b) identifying^cancerous cells are present in said sample from the 
quantitative result obtained in step (a). 

25. A method for Lntifying the presence of cancerous cells in a human 

sample, wherein said methodjomprises: 

(a) quantitatiri^hTERT mRNA in said sample using the method of Claim 5; 

and 

(b) identifyWi^anWircells are present in said sample from the 
quantitative result obtained in stefi (a). 



\ 



26. A method for ilentifying the presence of cancerous cells in a human 
sample, wherein said method dpmprises: 

(a) quantitating hTf RT mRNA in said sample using the method of Claim 6; 

and 

(b) identifying if calcerous cells are present in said sample from the 
quantitative result obtained in^p (a). 

27. A metho/for ideltifying the presence of cancerous cells in a human 

sample, wherein said rtiethod co'^nsQ^^^^ 

(a) quantising hTpJ^itfRNA in said sample using the method of Claim 7; 

and 

(b) identifying if cancerLs cells are present in said sample from the 
quantitative result obtained in step (i). 



Remarks 

The Invention 



The present invention provides reagents and methods for quantitating hTERT 
mRNA which provide for more accurate estimates of telomerase activity and also are 
useful in the diagnosis of cancers. The present invention provides an accurate and 
reproducible measure of telomerase activity by selectively measuring mRNA that 
encodes an active hTERT protein. 



Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-20 are pending. 
Claims 1-20 stand rejected. 



